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CMDA educates, encourages, and equips Christian healthcare professionals to glorify God.

NEO CMDA CELEBRATES THE NEXT
GENERATION!

On April 19, NEO CMDA gathered for an evening of
worship, fellowship, and celebration the annual Spring
Banquet. A special highlight was recognizing our graduating
medical and dental students as they prepare to step into
new seasons of service and leadership.

Attendees were inspired by Dr. Natalie Bigelow's
message, “Still Water and Busy Feet,” which challenged us
to stay rooted in Christ while faithfully answering His call in
healthcare. Drawing from her experiences serving both
locally and internationally, Dr. Bigelow offered a powerful
reminder that God can use willing hands and faithful hearts

wherever He leads.

CMDA NATIONAL

Andre Mickel
&
Theologian Carl R. Trueman

CONFERENCE

If you missed this year's National Convention, you missed an incredible
gathering of believers from across the country who share a passion for serving
Christ through healthcare. Dr. Phil Bernard and Dr. Andre Mickel joined
hundreds of physicians, dentists, residents, and students for a weekend filled
with powerful worship, inspiring speakers, meaningful fellowship, and practical
encouragement for living out faith in medicine and dentistry.

One of the highlights was seeing more than 230 medical and dental students
in attendance, a powerful reminder that the next generation of Christian
healthcare professionals is growing and thriving. Dr. Bernard returned
encouraged and energized by the experience and hopes that even more
members of the NEO CMDA community will join him next year. The convention
was not just a conference—it was a glimpse of what God is doing through
healthcare professionals across the nation.

take the next step.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

One of NEO CMDA's ongoing priorities is encouraging and equipping
healthcare professionals to serve in medical missions through Global
Health Outreach (GHO). There are several current opportunities
available for physicians, dentists, students, and other healthcare
professionals to participate in short-term mission trips that combine
compassionate care with the hope of the Gospel. Through the Dr. Mike
Joyce Memorial Scholarship,
support members financially as they answer the call to serve. If you are
interested in exploring a mission opportunity, we would love to help you

Contact Phil Bernard at philipbernard0227 @gmail.com

NEO CMDA is also committed to helping
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GOD MOMENTS

The recent Ebola outbreak in the Congo has been a sobering reminder of the risks many missionaries face.
For our CMDA family, the crisis became personal as Dr. Peter Stafford and his wife, Dr. Rebekah Stafford—
daughter of Drs. William and Janet Benish—found themselves directly affected.

Peter became critically ill with Ebola and required emergency transport to Germany for treatment. Rebekah
and their four children were placed in isolation due to exposure. We are grateful for God's mercy and the
prayers of believers across the country. Peter is recovering, and no other members of the Stafford family
have tested positive. Please continue to pray for them and for the many families in the Congo affected by
this outbreak.

As | reflected on the Staffords' willingness to leave successful medical careers in the United States to
serve Christ in a challenging region, | was reminded of what faithful discipleship looks like. Their example
challenged me during a season when | had been struggling with discouragement and the temptation to
compare my ministry and efforts to those of others.

God used this situation to remind me that He does not call us to compare ourselves with others, but to
faithfully follow Him wherever He leads. Whether serving across the world or in our local communities, our
calling is the same: obedience to Christ.

The Staffords' example points us to an important truth: our lives are most meaningful when they are spent
serving God's kingdom. As the familiar line says, "Only one life, 'twill soon be past; only what's done for Christ
will last.”

Dr. Mike Chen

UPCOMING EVENTS

Summer Fellowship Picnic & Hike Welcome Back Barbecue

Save the date! Join us on Sunday, August 23,
2026, for our annual Welcome Back Barbecue at
Hidden Lake, Lake County Metroparks. This
family-friendly gathering is a great opportunity
for students, residents, healthcare professionals,
and their families to reconnect, enjoy fellowship,
and welcome a new academic year together.
More details and registration information will be
coming soon!

Join us for a refreshing morning of fellowship,
encouragement, and outdoor fun at our NEO
CMDA Summer Picnic & Hike! This event is open
to healthcare professionals of all kinds.

Saturday, June 27 at 10:00 AM

Strawberry Picnic Area (off Buttermilk Parkway)
Buttermilk Falls Parkway, Willoughby Hills, OH
44094

Christian healthcare professionals glorify God by following Christ, serving with
excellence and compassion, caring for all people, and advancing Biblical principles
impacting healthcare within the Church and throughout the world.
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